S U P P O RT I N G T H E T E A M F O R Y E A R S TO C O M E

WHERE THERE’S A

WILL

THERE’S A WAY

How you can leave a gift in your will to help volunteer mountain rescuers save lives

thank you quotes from letters

Letters of appreciation
to the Patterdale
Mountain Rescue Team
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Patterdale Mountain Rescue
Patterdale Mountain Rescue Association Ltd. Registered in England & Wales No. 3255894
Registered Office: Ogilvie House Patterdale Penrith Cumbria CA11 0PJ
enquiries@mountainrescue.org.uk www.mountainrescue.org.uk

Dear Supporter

Please reply to:

Patterdale Mountain Rescue Team is made up entirely of volunteers,
funded by your support through an Association, which is a registered
charity. The Team is available and on call for 24 hours a day, every day of
the year. Members have a wide variety of day jobs and everyone is very
proud of the voluntary tradition of our mountain search and rescue service.
One way that you can help to safeguard the future of the Team is to
consider us in your Will. This booklet contains lots of information about
leaving a legacy to Patterdale Mountain Rescue Association and there are
links to further information and downloadable forms on our website
www.mountainrescue.org.uk.
If you would rather speak to someone about this then please contact our
legal adviser
Trevor Price, Solicitor, Arnison Heelis,
1 St. Andrew’s Place, Penrith CA11 7AW
01768 862007 or via tp@ arnisonheelis.co.uk
We’d really appreciate your help in supporting the Team for its future – and
where there’s a Will, there’s a way.
Thank you for considering a longer term gift to the Team

John Williams,				Mike Blakey
Chair of Trustees 				
Team Leader			
Patterdale MR Association			
Patterdale MRT

Please support Patterdale Mountain Rescue - an unpaid volunteer mountain rescue team financially maintained by your donations
Patterdale Mountain Rescue Association Ltd. is a Registered Charity and is the administrative organisation of the Patterdale Mountain Rescue Team. Registered Charity No. 1063329
Affiliated to the Mountain Rescue Council and The Lake District Search and Mountain Rescue Association

Patterdale Mountain Rescue Association Limited is the administrative organisation and the
charity behind Patterdale Mountain Rescue Team. It is a registered charity, number 1063329
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Where your money goes and why it matters
Patterdale Mountain Rescue Team members all have mountaineering skills,
first aid qualifications and local knowledge. Many also have expertise in
specialist mountain casualty care, advanced first aid, emergency off- and onroad driving and water rescue. The Team needs to raise almost £70,000 per
year to keep members trained, equipped and ready for its work.

Clothing and basic equipment
It costs almost £2,000 to clothe and equip a Patterdale Mountain Rescue
Team member. This includes summer and winter clothing, especially wind
and waterproof trousers and jackets and warm base layers. Each Team
member is also provided with a radio (with GPS), a head torch and helmet
and other pieces of basic kit.

Specialist equipment
Specialist stretchers for use in the mountains (approximately £3,000 each),
equipment for rescues in winter conditions and safety gear for Swift Water
Rescue (SWR) are other areas of expense. Members of the Team provide
their own ice axes and crampons for snow and ice conditions but we provide
the specialist gear for flooding and water rescues.

Medical supplies
Medical equipment needs regular replacement as much of what we use is
consumable. The Team’s First Aid kits and medicines for casualty care are a
major expense and we also have items such as defibrillators, heart monitors
and specialist splints for use on the hills to give the best possible care to
casualties.

Our Rescue Centre in Patterdale
The Rescue Centre itself has to be maintained, insured and run effectively
– just our electricity bill for the year, including all those radio batteries to
recharge, can be as much as £3,500

Vehicles and investments
And then there are the big “one-off” projects like computers, replacement
vehicles or, a recent one for us, a Rigid Inflatable Boat or RIB to help us get to
casualties on the eastern side of Ullswater as quickly as we can.
There are also training costs, vehicle maintenance and all the other bills and
costs of a busy organisation.
You can see why we need your help!
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Making a Will and keeping it up to date
The future is unpredictable. The only way to be sure your wishes are met and
your loved ones and the causes you care about are looked after, whatever
happens, is to make a Will.
It’s best to act while the thought is fresh in your mind and making a Will is
very straightforward. You should take expert advice from a solicitor and this
checklist will help you and your solicitor to save time:
l

l

l
l

l

l

Make a list of your major assets to take with you to the solicitor – house,
shares, bank and building society accounts, for instance.
Decide who your executors should be (the people who will make sure your
wishes are carried out).
You’ll want to make sure your loved ones are looked after.
When that’s organised, you may want to leave a proportion of what’s left
to one or more charities close to your heart, such as Patterdale Mountain
Rescue Association. This is called a ‘residuary bequest’.
Think about inheritance tax. A gift to charity in your Will can be an 		
effective way to reduce inheritance tax.
If you decide to leave a gift to Patterdale Mountain Rescue Association,
please show your solicitor the preferred wording on page 6.

And that really is all there is to it – some simple steps that could make a
huge difference to the future of the Team.

A few legal terms in plain English
Beneficiary - Any person or organisation that receives a gift in a Will.
Bequest/Legacy - A gift in a Will.
Codicil - An addition or change to an existing Will. There is a form to
download from our website to make this as easy as possible.
Estate - The total sum of all your possessions, property and money.
Executor - The person you ask to make sure that the wishes in your Will
are carried out.
Inheritance tax - The tax levied on your estate. (This includes the market
value of your house when you die.)
Residuary bequest - A gift of what is left over – or a proportion of it – after
all the other specific gifts have been made from an estate.
Pecuniary legacy- The gift of a sum of money in a Will.
Specific bequest - A gift of a particular named item in a Will.
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Preferred wordings for solicitors
The following wordings show the key details that need to be included – we
have checked these already with our legal adviser to make sure that they are
correct.

Gifts of Residue
Subject to the payment of my debts, funeral and testamentary expenses, I
give the whole/_____ % of my estate not otherwise disposed of by this my Will
to Patterdale Mountain Rescue Association (a charity registered in England
and Wales, charity number 1063329) of Ogilvie House, Patterdale, Cumbria
CA11 0PJ for the general purposes of the Association and Team and I declare
that the receipt of its Treasurer or other proper officer shall be a full and
sufficient discharge.

Pecuniary Legacy
I give free of tax to Patterdale Mountain Rescue Association (a charity
registered in England and Wales, charity number 1063329) of Ogilvie House,
Patterdale, Cumbria CA11 0PJ the sum of £________ for the general
purposes of the Association and Team and I declare that the receipt of its
Treasurer or other proper officer shall be a full and sufficient discharge.

For wording of any other type of bequest, please ask your solicitor for advice.

None of this needs to be at all complicated and you can be sure that your
bequest or legacy will be used carefully by Patterdale Mountain Rescue Team
to secure its work of search and rescue in and around the Ullswater valley for
years to come.

If you have any questions or concerns at all, please contact
Trevor Price, Solicitor, Arnison Heelis,
1 St. Andrew’s Place, Penrith CA11 7AW
01768 862007 or via: tp@arnisonheelis.co.uk
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Please act on this today – we hope that the advice given here on how to work with

your solicitor is helpful. There are Intention and Codicil forms to download from our
website and also in the following pages.
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Inheritance tax and how it may apply to you
Any gift, large or small, helps our volunteer rescuers to save lives. But a
gift to Patterdale Mountain Rescue Association could also help reduce the
inheritance tax on your estate.
The Chancellor has set the levels above which inheritance tax (‘IHT’) (at 40%)
will be applied. Since 6 April 2009 the threshold for IHT has been £325,000
for individuals. Married couples and members of civil partnerships are able to
transfer any unused allowance to a spouse or partner so that they can leave
up to £650,000 before death duties are due.
Such gifts are deducted from your estate before IHT is calculated. So if these
gifts reduce the value of your estate to below the threshold, it should no
longer be liable for any IHT. This means many people can make a significant
contribution to charities, such as Patterdale Mountain Rescue Association,
with less of an effect on the value of what they leave to other beneficiaries.
The easiest way to save IHT is by gift to charity. A surprising number of people
leave the maximum they can give without paing tax to their family and the rest
to a charity.
For example, an individual has net assets of £425,000 and wants to benefit
certain relatives but would also prefer to benefit a charity rather than the
taxman.
Solution 1: the nil rate band of £325,000 goes to the relatives. £100,000 goes
to selected charity /ies. There is no IHT arising.
Solution 2: a gift of at least 10% of the net estate to selected charity/ies will
reduce the IHT effective rate. The individual gifts say £42,500 to selected
charity/ies. This reduces the effective rate of IHT from 40% to 36%. The
relatives get:
Nil rate band free of IHT
Balance of estate		
Less IHT @ 36%		
Balance			

£325,000
£ 57,500
£ (20,700)
£361,800

In Solution 2, the charitable gift has reduced IHT from £40,000 to £20,700.
There are other issues which could affect the level of IHT, so you should ask
your solicitor about your particular circumstances.

If you have any other questions, please contact
Trevor Price, Solicitor, Arnison Heelis,
1 St. Andrew’s Place, Penrith CA11 7AW
01768 862007 or via tp@arnisonheelis.co.uk
8

Letting us know so we can plan - your intentions
It is a hard thing to ask but it will be very helpful if you can let us know now if you intend
to leave a gift or legacy to Patterdale Mountain Rescue Association in future.
This Intention form is a simple way for you to let us know of your plans. The contents
of your Will are private but giving us some details now will enable us to plan for the
next 50 years of the Team. It also gives us an opportunity to thank you and to invite
you to see how your gift could be used.
Title .......... Forename(s) ............................... Surname ..........................................
Address ..........................................................................................................................
Postcode ...................................... Telephone number ...............................................
E-mail address:

..............................................................................................................

Patterdale MRT supporter number (if appropriate) ........................................................
Date of birth ......................................
Please tick the boxes and add details below as an indication of your plans

o

I have already included a legacy to Patterdale Mountain Rescue Association in
my Will

o

I plan to include a legacy to Patterdale Mountain Rescue Association in my Will
and am in touch with my legal adviser to do this

o

I am not considering including Patterdale Mountain Rescue Association in my Will
at this time

My gift to the Team is/will be:

o

A share of my estate .........%

o

All of my estate

o

A specific sum of money £........................................................................................

Thank you.
Once completed, please send this form to Honorary Treasurer, Patterdale Mountain
Rescue Association Limited, Ogilvie House, Patterdale, Cumbria CA11 0PJ.
Patterdale Mountain Rescue Association Limited is the administrative organisation and
the charity behind Patterdale Mountain Rescue Team.
It is a registered charity, number 1063329.
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Adding a codicil to your Will
If you have already made a Will you can still help Patterdale Mountain Rescue
Team by adding a codicil to your existing Will.
We advise you to consult with your solicitor or legal adviser before completing
this codicil form. Please do not write on or amend your current Will, or it could
become invalid.
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Codicil to an existing Will
I (name) ......................................................................................................................
of (address) .................................................................................................................
declare this to be a (first/second) codicil to my Will dated ........ / ......../........ (‘my will’)
In addition to any legacies given in my Will, I give to Patterdale Mountain Rescue
Association Limited, a charity registered in England and Wales (1063329),
Either: [a share of my estate]
or: [the sum of £
]
or: [a specific item]
to be used for general purposes and I declare that the receipt of the Treasurer or duly
authorised officer shall be a full and sufficient discharge.*
In all other respects I confirm my said Will and all other codicils thereto.
* please complete as required and cross out those options not required.
Signed ..........................................................................................................................
Signed by the above named in our presence and witnessed by us in the presence of
him/her and each other.
Witnessed by: .................................................................................................................
Signature

.......................................................................................................................

Name ..............................................................................................................................
Address ..........................................................................................................................
Occupation .......................................................................................................................
Date ........ / ........ /........
Witnessed by: .................................................................................................................
Signature

.......................................................................................................................

Name ..............................................................................................................................
Address ..........................................................................................................................
Occupation .......................................................................................................................
Date ........ / ........ /........
Patterdale Mountain Rescue Association Limited is the administrative organisation and
the charity behind Patterdale Mountain Rescue Team. It is a registered charity, number
1063329.
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There are lots of ways to support the Team
If you cannot offer a legacy or gift in your Will at this time,
we should still very much like to keep in touch.
There are lots of other ways to support Patterdale Mountain
Rescue Team in its work, from buying cards and gifts
in our online shop to organising a fundraising event or
even donating your car’s scrap value! We also have a
Supporters’ Club whose members receive our Annual
Report and two copies of our newsletter, Patrick Relay,
each year.
Full details are online at www.mountainrescue.org.uk.

